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Committee Orientation 
 
 


Administrative Concerns  
Parliamentary Procedures 







VIS Working Group Roster 


• Currently circulating – keep moving. 
• Please review and provide any changes.   
• If you have an assistant or someone else who 


manages your calendar, please add their contact 
information and I will add them to the mailing list. 


• Send any future changes to me by email. 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

The current roster is being circulated.  







Meeting Preparation 
• Federal Register Notice:  


– A notice for each meeting will be published in the Federal 
Register at least 15 days in advance of the meeting. 


• Scheduling Meetings:   
– Determining dates of meetings can be tricky.   
– Generally, we will select several sets of dates and poll members 


for their availability. 
–  We select the date when the majority are available to attend. 


• Meeting documents:   
– Information packets for meeting preparation will be provided at 


least 15 days in advance or earlier, whenever possible.  







Meeting & Lodging 
• PHMSA will reserve meeting space and a hotel for committee 


meetings.  
• You are required to make your own hotel reservations. 
• Hotel reservations must be guaranteed on your personal 


credit card.  
 







Invitational Travel 


Federal Travel Reimbursement: 
– Travel is reimbursed up to the limits allowed by the Federal 


Travel Regulations.   
– Travel information can be found on the General Services 


Administration’s website:  
http://www.gsa.gov/portal/category/21283 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Some are eligible to receive invitational travel (depending on Government ethics requirements).  As soon as we have a meeting date and location a staff member will contact you to arrange your invitational travel. 







Travel Authorization/Arrangements  
 Airline/rail reservations: 


– PHMSA must make airline or rail reservations and complete a Federal travel 
authorization for invitational travel.  Do not make your own airline or rail 
reservations.   


– Airline reservations are based on government contract airfares and selected 
contract carriers.   


 Itinerary and travel authorization:  
– After your reservations are made, you will receive an electronic copy of your travel 


itinerary.   
– Review and approve the itinerary and return.  
– Federal guidelines state that you should carry the Travel Authorization with you.   


 E-ticket:  
– Once your travel itinerary is approved, a Travel Authorization and E-ticket will be 


sent to you.  
–  Keep your E-ticket receipt to submit it with your travel reimbursement.   







Meals and Incidentals 
– The reimbursement for meals and incidentals (M&IE) is determined 


based on the meeting location and Federal travel regulations.  
– You will receive a specific amount for a full day except the first and last 


day of your travel.  On the first and last day you will be reimbursed 
three quarters of the M&IE.  


– Parking at the airport, tolls, taxi/shuttle service, and mileage from 
your home to the airport and return will be reimbursed.   


– Receipts are required for any of these expenses that total $50.00 or 
more.   


– You are responsible for telephone calls made while on invitational 
travel. 


– PHMSA will not reimburse the use of rental cars. 


 
 







Travel Reimbursement 
• Travel Reimbursement Form:  You will receive a form to complete to help us file for 


reimbursements.   
• Please complete the Travel Reimbursement Form and submit it within two weeks 


after traveling.   
• The following receipts are required  
• Airline ticket invoice 


– Itemized hotel bill 
– Parking, tolls, taxi/shuttle service expenses exceeding $50.00 


• You do not need to submit receipts for meals. 
• All Federal travel reimbursements are made by direct deposit. 
• Reimbursement takes three to four weeks. 


 
Travel Questions –  


Contact:  Janice Morgan 
Telephone:  (202) 366-2392 


Email:  Janice.morgan.CTR@dot.gov 
 
 







Parliamentary Procedure 
• Robert's Rules of Order is the standard for facilitating discussions and 


group decision-making; the full set of the rules are complicated. 
• This committee is free to discuss the use of Robert’s Rules of Order, use a 


modified version of them or find another suitable process that encourages 
fairness and participation. 


• For a committee or board meeting, often only four motions are used: 
– To introduce (motion). 
– To change a motion (amend). 
– To adopt (accept a report without discussion). 
– To adjourn (end the meeting). 


  
 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Having an agreed- upon set of rules makes meetings run easier. 







 
Motions – Quick Reference 


 • Motion: To introduce a new piece of business or propose a decision or action, a 
motion must be made by a group member ("I move that......").  A second motion 
must then also be made (raise your hand and say, "I second it.") After limited 
discussion the group then votes on the motion. A majority vote is required for the 
motion to pass (or quorum as specified in your bylaws.) 


 
• Amend:  This is the process used to change a motion under consideration. Perhaps 


you like the idea proposed but not exactly as offered. Raise your hand and make 
the following motion: "I move to amend the motion on the floor." This also 
requires a second. After the motion to amend is seconded, a majority vote is 
needed to decide whether the amendment is accepted. Then a vote is taken on 
the amended motion. In some organizations, a "friendly amendment" is made. If 
the person who made the original motion agrees with the suggested changes, the 
amended motion may be voted on without a separate vote to approve the 
amendment. 







 
Motions – Quick Reference 


 • Table:  To table a discussion is to lay aside the business at hand in such a manner 
that it will be considered later in the meeting or at another time ("I make a motion 
to table this discussion until the next meeting.  In the meantime, we will get more 
information so we can better discuss the issue”).  A second is needed and a 
majority vote required to table the item being discussed. 


 
• Adjourn:  A motion is made to end the meeting. A second motion is required. A 


majority vote is then required for the meeting to be adjourned (ended). 
 







Questions? 


Cheryl Whetsel 
Advisory Committee Manager 


Telephone:  202-366-4431 
Email:  cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov 


 



mailto:cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov
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Voluntary Information Sharing 


Partnership for Safety 


Sherry S. Borener, Ph.D. 


PHMSA Chief Data Officer 







AGENDA: TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION TODAY 
  Overview of the role of information sharing in safety 


 SMS, Information sharing, and data sharing 
 How does information sharing relate to SMS? 


 the value of non-punitive reporting programs in improving safety – the aviation 
safety experience 


 Advantages and disadvantages of information sharing programs. 
 Improved Problem Discovery 


 Lack of specifics on why events occur 


 What is a Data Sharing versus an Information Sharing  
 How Much Data is Enough? 


 How do you protect your data while sharing your information? 
 Legal Frameworks for Information and Data Sharing 


 Conclusions 
 How are we going to do this? 


  


  







SMS - 
INFORMATION SHARING,  


AND DATA SHARING 
 


How do non-punitive 
reporting programs 
improve safety? 


 


How does information 
sharing relate to SMS? 


 







PLAN DO CHECK ACT: 
API 1173 – SMS  


In 2012, following a 2010 oil pipeline 


accident in Marshall, Michigan, NTSB 


recommended that API develop a 


pipeline Safety Management 


Standard (SMS).  


The general intent behind a SMS is to 


‘provide a systematic way to identify 


hazards and control risks while 


maintaining assurance that these risk 


controls are effective,’ and they are 


meant to reflect a ‘businesslike 


approach to safety.’ 


 







WHAT IS SMS AND HOW DOES IT RELATE TO 
INFORMATION SHARING? 


 


 


- 5 - 







REACTIVE –> PROACTIVE -> PREDICTIVE 


- 6 - 







INFORMATION SHARING IS PART OF A CYCLE 
FOR SMS AND ENTERPRISE RISK 
MANAGEMENT 







INITIALLY, AN SMS ACCOMPLISHES RISK 
MANAGEMENT USING HISTORICAL DATA. 


Safety 
analysis 


Information 
Sharing 


Data Sharing 
Future Risk 
Analysis 


System 


Monitoring 







IT CAN TAKE A LONG TIME…TO 
IMPLEMENT A FULL SMS PROGRAM 


  


 . 


  


Voluntary Information 
Reporting  Began in 1975 
under the NASA ASRS 
program. 


FAA Final Rule on SMS was 
published on January 8, 
2015, providing protections 
for information sharing 
under the SMS program. 







INFORMATION SHARING 


Advantages and disadvantages of 
information sharing programs. 


Improved Problem 
Discovery 


Sometimes there is 
insufficient information to 
understand causal factors. 


HW Heinrich Industrial Accident Prevention 
(1931) The Safety Triangle  


Near-Miss Reporting 
 


1931 book, Industrial Accident Prevention by. H. W. Heinrich.  


 







INFORMATION 
SHARING 
 


What is the difference 
between Data Sharing and 
Information Sharing? 


What are the Pros and 
Cons of each? 


 
Information sharing may be 
easier to achieve, but will 
provide less granularity on the 
causes of error.  


Today, in a culture of safety, 
when an adverse event occurs, 
the focus is on what went 
wrong, not who caused the 
problem. 


  


 


• Near-Miss Reporting 


• Identifying Hazards 


• Understanding what 


went wrong 


• Understanding what 


went right 


 


 







WHY NEAR-MISS REPORTING?  
THE SAFETY PYRAMID 


 1969 Frank Bird investigated 
insurance data to support the 
Henrich Triangle (1931). 


 For every reported major 
injury (resulting in fatality, 
disability, lost time or medical 
treatment), there were 9.8 
reported minor injuries 
(requiring only first aid).  This 
relationship between 
fatalities, injuries, accidents 
and incidents can be 
extended to near-misses and 
unsafe behavior. 







THE SAFETY 
TRIANGLE 
INDUSTRY 
EXPERIENCE 


This 2003 Conoco 


Phillips Marine study 


provided the data in 


this version of the 


pyramid.   







NEAR-MISS REPORTING: 
 
 
 


 Near Miss Reporting: 


 If you observe a near-miss, report it. Reporting is 
easy, confidential, and essential to preventing similar 
events from recurring. Safety begins with you! (BSEE) 


 


The primary mission of the FAA is to promote aviation 
safety. To further this mission, the FAA instituted a 
voluntary ASRP on April 30, 1975, designed to 
encourage the identification and reporting of 
deficiencies and discrepancies in the system. (FAA) 


  







CRITICAL ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL 
VOLUNTARY INFORMATION SHARING 
PROGRAM 


1. ESTABLISH TRUST AND BUILD CONFIDENCE. 


2. ASSOCIATE WITH EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS 
(LABOR, MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNMENT). 


3. FOCUS ON THE SAFETY MISSION – ESTABLISH A NON-
PUNITIVE REPORTING ENVIRONMENT. 


4. ESTABLISH INFORMATION AND DATA GOVERNANCE – 
ORGANIZATIONAL CONTROLS THAT DEFINE THE WAY 
THAT DATA WILL BE EXCHANGED, HANDLED AND USED. 


5. MAKE THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE COLLABORATIVE 
AND AS OPEN AS IS REASONABLY POSSIBLE. 


6. ACT ON RESULTS ! DEMONSTRATE THE VALUE OF 
INFORMATION SHARING. 


  


  







EXISTING INFORMATION SHARING 
PROGRAMS 
Some existing programs and positive impacts: 


Department of Interior Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement SafeOCS  


Aviation Safety – Commercial Aviation Safety 
Team (CAST) 


 Aviation Safety Analysis and Information 
Sharing System (ASIAS) 











BUREAU OF SAFETY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENFORCEMENT (BSEE) 


 This safety program collects and analyzes 


reports of equipment failure and near-miss 


events on the OCS. Currently, SafeOCS has 


two components: 


• Mandatory reporting of BOP equipment 


failure data, as required by the BSEE 


Well Control Rule 30 CFR 250.730 (c). 


• Voluntary reporting of near-miss 


incidents occurring on the OCS. 


Whether you are an employee, operator, 


or employer in the offshore oil and gas 


industry, your participation is vital. 


Help us keep the OCS safe! If 


you observe a near-miss, report it. 


Reporting is easy, confidential, and 


essential to preventing similar events from 


recurring. Safety begins with you! 


 
https://near-miss.bts.gov 


SafeOCS  







DATA SHARING: DETAIL AND 
BIG DATA 


What is a Data Sharing versus an 
Information Sharing  


How much data is enough? 


How do we protect that 
data? 


Who has access and to 
what? 


 







What is the 
difference 
between Data 
Sharing and 
Information 
Sharing? 


What are the Pros 
and Cons of each? 


Data sharing 
improves fidelity; 
study results can be 
implemented in 
specific terms. 


  


 


• Big Data,  
Predictive Analytics  


• Real-time Risk Assessment Calculation 


• Large data base management 


• Coordination of client applications 


• Protection of proprietary data 


 







DATA AND INFORMATION SHARING  


AN SMS ALSO ACCOMPLISHES RISK ANALYSIS AT THE 


CONSTITUENT ELEMENT LEVEL OF A SYSTEM,  WHERE HAZARDS 


ARE IDENTIFIED.  







IN-LINE-INSPECTION 
DATA IS 
CONSTITUENT DATA 
ON PIPELINE 
BEHAVIOR  


• Standardized Test Facilities 
and Benchmarking 


• Developing industry-wide 
analytical support 


 
http://prci.org/index.php/site/news_single/prci_completes_development_of_a_ili_performance_test_loop_for_liquid_couple/ 


PRCI Completes Development of a ILI Performance Test 


Loop for Liquid Coupled Technologies 







SOME EXAMPLES OF DATA SHARING 
PROGRAMS 


 Federal Aviation Administration – 
Commercial Aviation Safety Team 


 Implemented Information Sharing (ASRS, 
ASAP, ATSAP) 


 Also Implemented a detailed data sharing 
program to detect anomalies system-wide. 







A collaborative 
Government and 
Industry initiative on 
data sharing and 
analysis to proactively 
discover  safety 
concerns before 
accidents or incidents 
occur, leading to timely 
mitigation and 
prevention. 


 


WHAT IS ASIAS?  
AVIATION SYSTEM  
INFORMATION ANALYSIS AND SHARINGASIAS…. 
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AirTran Airways  


Alaska Airlines   


American Airlines 


American Eagle  


Atlantic Southeast Airlines   


Chautauqua Airlines 


CitationAir 


Comair 


CommutAir  


Compass Airlines  


Continental Airlines 


Delta  Airlines 


Empire Airlines 


ExpressJet 


Frontier Airlines 


 


 


 


GoJet Airlines 


Gulfstream International 


JetBlue Airways 


Miami Air International 


Piedmont Airlines 


Pinnacle Airlines 


Republic Airlines 


Shuttle America 


SkyWest Airlines 


Southwest Airlines  


Sun Country Airlines   


Trans States Airlines   


United Airlines 


United Parcel Service 


US Airways 


ASIAS PARTICIPANTS 


Government 


FAA 


NASA 


 


Industry 


AIA 


ALPA 


ATA 


Boeing 


NATCA 


 


 


Airlines 







NUMBER OF FATAL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 







INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 
CAST SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS 


United States 


and Canada 


Latin America 


and Caribbean 


Europe 


China 
Middle East 


Africa 


Asia 


Oceania 


(Excluding 


China) 


C.I.S.1 


       CAST 


70 SEs 


47 complete 


23 in work 


 


      PAAST 


CFIT and ALAR 


       ECAST 


35 SEs JAA 


11 SEs EASA 


 


     COSCAP UEMOA 


(late 2005) 


COSCAP CIS 


Specific CIS Projects 


COSCAP NA, SA, SEA 


40 SEs in work 


 


COSCAP BA 


(late 2005) 


COSCAP AM 


COSCAP GS 


(2006) 


     COSCAP SAFD 


(2008) 


     COSCAP CEMEC 


(2007) 







Fatal Accident Rate and Full Airplane Loss Equivalents 


Rate for Part 121 Operations (5 year moving average)  
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5 year moving avg of fatal accidents  


per 10 million departures 


 


82% Fatality Accident 


Rate  Reduction 


1996-2007 







LEGAL AUTHORITY 


How does the government 
support the implementation 
of Voluntary Information 
Sharing? 
Under the umbrella of SMS? 
Independently of SMS? 
 







LEGAL AUTHORITY 
 FAA: 14 CFR Part 193 


 Protects data from the Freedom of Information Act 


 Protection of Voluntarily Supplied Data 


 FAA Orders and Guidance further protect FOQA data 


 Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement  BSEE: 30 
CFR 250.730(c) (81 FR 25887, April 29, 2016 


Mandatory reporting of BOP equipment failure data, as 
required by the BSEE Well Control Rule 30 CFR 250.730 
(c). 


Voluntary reporting of near-miss incidents occurring on 
the OC 


Data Collected by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics 


  







FOR EXAMPLE: FAA SMS RULE 
PUBLICATION 


 Information Sharing – Voluntary Information Reporting  - Began 
in 1975. 


 Final rule published on January 8, 2015 requiring operators 
authorized to conduct operations under part 121 to develop 
and implement an SMS 


 Requires certificate holders under part 119 authorized to conduct 
operations in accordance with the requirements of part 121 to have 
an SMS by March 9, 2018    


 Certificate holders were required to submit an implementation plan 
by September 9, 2015 


 The implementation plan were required to be approved no later 
than March 9, 2016 







14 CFR PART 5 OUTLINE 
 Subpart A - General 


 Objective: Establish applicability and provide context 


 Subpart B - Safety Policy 


 Objective: Establish objectives, commitment, and accountabilities 


 Subpart C - Safety Risk Management 


 Objective: Identify hazards and analyze, assess, and control risk 


 Subpart D - Safety Assurance 


 Objective: Monitor, measure, and evaluate safety performance and effectiveness of risk 
controls and take corrective actions 


 Subpart E - Safety Promotion 


 Objective: Competent workforce and communication regarding safety  


 Subpart F - SMS Documentation and Recordkeeping 


 Objective: Documented SMS and records of SMS outputs 







CONCLUSIONS What Next? 







VOLUNTARY INFORMATION SHARING 
 Opportunity for partnerships among industry and with 
government to improve safety 


 Near-miss reporting helps to prevent injuries of all types. 


 More detailed information sharing identifies lower-frequency 
but potentially high consequence events 


 Where should an information repository should exist? 
(Government versus Private?) 


 Information sharing is also an opportunity to improve how in-
line inspection data is shared between operators and service 
providers and improving global knowledge of the capabilities 
and limitations of ILI.  (this also may help drive R&D priorities) 


 How can the government facilitate information sharing without 
revealing proprietary data?  What can we do now?  How might 
we build on that trust in the future? 


 What are the legal options to enable this activity? 


  








 
 


CHARTER 
 


U.S. Department of Transportation 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Voluntary Information-Sharing System Working Group 


 
1. Committee’s Official Designation: The committee will be known as the Voluntary 


Information-Sharing System Working Group (the Group). 
 


2. Authority: The Group is established in accordance with the provisions of section 10 of the 
Protecting our Infrastructure of Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016 (Public 
Law 114-183), the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C., App. 2, as 
amended), and 41 C.F.R. § 102-3.50(a). 
 


3. Objectives and Scope of Activities: The Group shall provide the Secretary of Transportation 
with independent advice and recommendations on the development of a voluntary 
information-sharing system to encourage collaborative efforts to improve inspection 
information feedback and information sharing with the purpose of improving gas 
transmission and hazardous liquid pipeline facility integrity risk analysis.  
 


4. Description of Duties: The Group shall consider and provide recommendations to the 
Secretary as specifically outlined in section 10 of Public Law 114-183: 
a. The need for, and the identification of, a system to ensure that dig verification data are 


shared with in-line inspection operators to the extent consistent with the need to maintain 
proprietary and security-sensitive data in a confidential manner to improve pipeline 
safety and inspection technology; 


b. Ways to encourage the exchange of pipeline inspection information and the development 
of advanced pipeline inspection technologies and enhanced risk analysis; 


c. Opportunities to share data, including dig verification data between operators of pipeline 
facilities and in-line inspector vendors to expand knowledge of the advantages and 
disadvantages of the different types of in-line inspection technology and methodologies; 


d. Options to create a secure system that protects proprietary data while encouraging the 
exchange of pipeline inspection information and the development of advanced pipeline 
inspection technologies and enhanced risk analysis; 


e. Means and best practices for the protection of safety and security-sensitive information 
and proprietary information; and 


f. Regulatory, funding, and legal barriers to sharing the information described in paragraphs 
(a) through (d). 


 
The Secretary shall publish the Group’s recommendations on the Department of 
Transportation’s public Web site. 


 
5. Agency or Official to Whom the Committee Reports: The Group reports to the Secretary of 


Transportation. 
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6. Support: The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) will 


provide support as the Group’s sponsor. 
 


7. Estimated Annual Operating Costs and Staff Years: The estimated annual operating cost is 
approximately $250,000 for travel, meeting space, and recording proceedings, plus one-half 
of a full-time equivalent in staff support.  This amount also covers limited conference 
management support for meetings provided by a contractor. 


 
8. Designated Federal Officer: The Group’s Designated Federal Officer (DFO) must be a full-


time or permanent part-time employee appointed in accordance with agency procedures.  
PHMSA’s Deputy Associate Administrator for Pipeline Policy and Programs—or that 
individual’s designee—will serve as the DFO.  The DFO will approve or call all advisory 
committee and subcommittee meetings, prepare and approve all meeting agendas, attend all 
committee and subcommittee meetings, adjourn any meeting when the DFO determines 
adjournment to be in the public interest, and chair meetings when directed to do so by the 
Secretary. 
 


9. Estimated Number and Frequency of Meetings: The Group will meet approximately four 
times per year. 
 


10. Duration: Continuing; however, the Group’s purpose will be fulfilled once its 
recommendations are published online.  
 


11. Termination: This charter will terminate 2 years after its effective date unless: 
a. Renewed in accordance with FACA and other applicable requirements or 
b. The Group is terminated earlier because it has fulfilled the purpose for which it was 


established. 
 


12. Membership and Designation: The Group will consist of no more than 30 members 
appointed by the Secretary for a term of 3 years, including representatives from: 
a. PHMSA; 
b. Industry stakeholders, including operators of pipeline facilities, inspection technology,  


coating, and cathodic protection vendors, and pipeline inspection organizations; 
c. Safety advocacy groups; 
d. Research institutions; 
e. State public utility commissions or State officials responsible for pipeline safety 


oversight; 
f. State pipeline safety inspectors; 
g. Labor representatives; and  
h. Other entities, as determined appropriate by the Secretary. 
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All members serve at the pleasure of the Secretary and may be reappointed for additional 
terms.  To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary will ensure the membership is 
fairly balanced regarding points of view of the affected interests. 
 
A member appointed for his or her individual views or advice must be appointed as a Special 
Government Employee (SGE).  Other members will serve as Representatives or Regular 
Government Employees (RGEs). 
 


13. Subcommittees: PHMSA has the authority to create subcommittees.  Subcommittees must 
report back to the parent committee, and must not provide advice or work products directly to 
PHMSA or the Secretary. 
 


14. Recordkeeping: Records of the committee and subcommittees will be handled in accordance 
with General Records Schedule 6.2 or other approved agency records disposition schedule.  
These records will be available for public inspection and copying, subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552.  
 


15. Filing Date: The filing date of this charter is November 2, 2016. 
 
 








12.19.16 


Agenda - Voluntary Information-Sharing System Working Group 
Hilton Arlington, 950 North Stafford Street, Arlington, VA 22203 


December 19, 2016, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (ET) 
 


Call to Order (8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.)    DFO – Dr. Christie Murray
 Welcome and Safety Minute    
 
Opening Remarks: (8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.) 


Opening Remarks Marie Therese Dominguez / 
Alan Mayberry 


Committee Management 
Agenda Item 1: (9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.) 


Committee & Staff Introductions   DFO  
Chair Selection     Committee 


  
Agenda Item 2: (9:30 a.m. –10:30 a.m.) 


Charter Review     DFO & Alaina Anderson 
Discussion and Q&A:     Committee 
 


Agenda Item 3: (10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.) 
Committee Orientation    Cheryl Whetsel 
         


Agenda Item 4: (11:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.) 
Review of Bylaws     DFO & Alaina Anderson 
Committee Discussion and Q&A:   Committee 


 
Lunch (12:00 p.m. 1:00 p.m.) – on your own 
 
Committee Business  


Agenda Item 5: (1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.) 
Introduction to Voluntary Information Sharing Dr. Sherry Borener 
Discussion and Q&A   
      


Agenda Item 6: (2:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.)   DFO & Committee Chair 
Overview of Recommendation Deliverables    


 Proposed Common Language Definitions  Chris McLaren 
 
Agenda Item 7: (3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.) 
 Committee Planning, future meetings  DFO & Committee Chair 


briefings/ subcommittee needs   Committee 
Discussion and Q&A 


 
Agenda Item 8: (4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 
 Action Item Recap and Closing Remarks  DFO 
 
Wrap-up and Adjourn (5:00 pm)    All 








Voluntary Information-Sharing System 
Working Group Meeting 


December 19, 2016 
Hilton Arlington, Arlington, VA 
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Welcome 


• Welcome to the first VIS Working Group meeting. 
 


• Thank you for joining us (in person/remote). 
 


• Designated Federal Official (DFO), presiding official 
today. 
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Purpose 
To fulfill section 10 of the Protecting our Infrastructure of 
Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016: 


 
• Consider the development of a voluntary information-


sharing system to encourage collaborative efforts to 
improve inspection information feedback and information 
sharing with the purpose of improving gas transmission 
and hazardous liquid pipeline facility integrity risk 
analysis. 
 
 


• Provide recommendations to the Secretary of 
Transportation. 
 
 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

This is a newly created working group established in accordance with the provisions of Section 10 of the Protecting our Infrastructure of Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-183), the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C., App. 2, as amended), and 41 CFR 102-3.50(a).
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Safety 
Emergency Exits 
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Housekeeping Items 


 
• Restrooms are located near the elevators. 


 
• Silence your mobile devices to minimize disruptions. 


 
• Audience participation: 
 - Hold comments until we open the floor 
 - Please keep remarks brief (less than 5 min) 
  
• Written comments should be submitted to the docket: 
     Docket No: PHMSA-2016-0128 
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Agenda Overview 
• Opening remarks    
• Committee Management  
 Introductions 
 Chair Selection 
 Charter Review 
 Committee Orientation 
 Review of Bylaws 
• Lunch on your own (noon ET)  - 1 hour (see restaurant map) 
• Committee Business 
 Introduction to Voluntary Info Sharing 
 Overview of Recommendation Deliverables 
 Proposed Common Definitions 
 Future Committee meetings 
 Briefing/informational meetings 
 Discussion on subcommittee needs 
• Action Item Recap and Closing Remarks 


 







Opening Remarks 


Ms. Marie Therese Dominguez 
Mr. Alan Mayberry 







Committee Management 


Committee & Staff Introductions 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Sec. 10. Voluntary Information-sharing System. (a) In General.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transportation shall convene a working group to consider the development of a voluntary information-sharing system to encourage collaborative efforts to improve inspection information feedback and information sharing with the purpose of improving gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipeline facility integrity risk analysis. (b) Membership.—The working group convened pursuant to subsection (a) shall include representatives from—(1) the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration;(2) industry stakeholders, including operators of pipeline facilities, inspection technology, coating, and cathodic protection vendors, and pipeline inspection organizations;(3) safety advocacy groups;(4) research institutions;(5) State public utility commissions or State officials responsible for pipeline safety oversight;(6) State pipeline safety inspectors;(7) labor representatives; and(8) other entities, as determined appropriate by the Secretary.
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Membership Representation 
(b) Membership.—The working group convened pursuant to 
subsection (a) shall include representatives from— 
 
(1) the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration; 
(2) industry stakeholders, including operators of pipeline facilities, 
inspection technology, coating, and cathodic protection vendors, and 
pipeline inspection organizations; 
(3) safety advocacy groups; 
(4) research institutions; 
(5) State public utility commissions or State officials responsible for 
pipeline safety oversight; 
(6) State pipeline safety inspectors; 
(7) labor representatives; and 
(8) other entities, as determined appropriate by the Secretary. 
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VIS Working Group Representatives (24) 
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Roundtable Introductions 


• Name 
• Title 
• Company/Organization Representing 
• Interest in the VIS Working Group 


 
 
 


• Consider one chair (non-rotating) 
• Commissioner Diane Burman 


 


Chair Selection Concurrence 


 
 
 


Committee Members and Staff 







Committee Management 


Charter Review 







Committee Management 


Committee Orientation 







Committee Management 


Review of Bylaws 







Lunch  


On your Own 







Committee Business 


Introduction to Voluntary 
Information-Sharing 







Committee Business 


Review of Recommendation 
Deliverables 







Recommendation Deliverables 
(1) the need for, and the identification of, a system to ensure that dig 
verification data are shared with in-line inspection operators to the extent 
consistent with the need to maintain proprietary and security-sensitive data in a 
confidential manner to improve pipeline safety and inspection technology; 
 
(2) ways to encourage the exchange of pipeline inspection 
information and the development of advanced pipeline inspection technologies 
and enhanced risk analysis; 
 
(3) opportunities to share data, including dig verification data 
between operators of pipeline facilities and in-line inspector vendors to 
expand knowledge of the advantages and disadvantages of the different types of 
in-line inspection technology and methodologies; 







Recommendation Deliverables 
(4) options to create a secure system that protects proprietary data 
while encouraging the exchange of pipeline inspection information and the 
development of advanced pipeline inspection technologies and enhanced risk 
analysis; 
 
(5) means and best practices for the protection of safety- and security-
sensitive information and proprietary information; and 
 
(6) regulatory, funding, and legal barriers to sharing the information 
described in paragraphs (1) through (4). 
  







VIS Definitions Discussion 
• Consider common definitions 
• Definitions will support consistency in team discussions 
• Sources for definitions: 


• Section 10 of PIPES Act of 2016 - Information-Sharing 
System 


• 14 CFR 193 - Protection Of Voluntarily Submitted 
Information  


• FACA Definitions 
• Other terms/sources? 







Section 10 of PIPES Act of 2016 –  
Information-Sharing System 


• Confidential information 
• Confidential manner 
• Dig verification data 
• In-line inspection technology and methodologies 
• In-line inspector vendors  
• Operators of pipeline facilities  
• Pipeline inspection data  
• Pipeline inspection information  
• Proprietary data and information  
• Secure system  
• VIS working group 







14 CFR 193 - PROTECTION OF 
VOLUNTARILY SUBMITTED INFORMATION  
• De-identified means that the identity of the source of the information, and the 


names of persons have been removed from the information. 
• Disclose means to release information to a person other than another agency. 


Examples are disclosures under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552), in 
rulemaking proceedings, in a press release, or to a party to a legal action. 


• Information includes data, reports, source, and other information. “Information” 
may be used to describe the whole or a portion of a submission of information.  


• Summarized means that individual incidents are not specifically described, but are 
presented in statistical or other general form. 


• Voluntary means that the information was not required to be submitted as part of a 
mandatory program, and was not submitted as a condition of doing business with 
the government. “Voluntarily-provided information” does not include information 
submitted as part of complying with statutory, regulatory, or contractual 
requirements, except that information submitted as part of complying with a 
voluntary program under this part is considered to be voluntarily provided. 







Committee Business 


Committee Planning 
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Future Meetings 


 
 
 


• Face -to-face meeting (4 per year) 
• Briefings and informational meetings (virtual) 
     -  Pipeline 101 
     -  SMS 
     -  In-line inspection basics 
     -  Lessons learned from other info-sharing efforts 
• Identify presentations and briefing needs 
• Identify potential dates for next meeting 
 


 
 
 


 
• ILI 
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Subcommittee Considerations 


 
 
 


Subcommittee Description 


Best Practices Understand current industry initiatives 
applicable to this effort and lessons learned. 


Policy/Legal/Funding Address system security, proprietary data, 
funding and other policy concerns through 
recommendations. 


Data and Information 
Structures 


Consider appropriate pipeline inspection and 
other safety data and information and data 
structures. 


System development Identify system development standards, 
technologies alternatives. 


Thoughts? Others? 



Presenter

Presentation Notes

Parent committee members must be represented on all subcommittees.Individuals selected for subcommittees are not required to be appointed by the Secretary.  The key requirements for subcommittees are stated in our charter and bylaws.  







Action Item Recap 


Closing Remarks 
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these vehicles must be replaced, 
providing GM the additional time it 
requests will not delay GM’s efforts to 
develop and validate replacement 
inflators as an available remedy for the 
Subject GMT900 Vehicles, should that 
remedy ultimately be required. Id. 


The Agency acknowledges that GM 
has produced probative evidence to 
support its inconsequentiality claim. 
The testing and data collected by GM to 
date—while not yet sufficient—tends to 
support GM’s Petition, at least with 
respect to the short-term safety of the 
covered passenger inflators. Based upon 
the data GM has developed and 
presented to date, NHTSA believes that 
in the coming months this evidence 
could ultimately grow and develop to 
support GM’s position with respect to 
the long-term safety of the covered 
passenger inflators. Presently, however, 
the evidence GM has presented is not 
yet sufficient to prove (by a 
preponderance of the evidence) their 
long-term safety. Based upon the 
evidence and analysis GM has presented 
to date, and its plan to develop and 
analyze additional data, NHTSA agrees 
that GM’s request for additional time is 
reasonable and supported by the testing 
and data collected to date. 


Moreover, although a pending 
inconsequentiality petition tolls GM’s 
obligation to provide a remedy, NHTSA 
does not believe consumers will be 
significantly impacted by the requested 
deferral. As explained above, GM has 
been working toward an alternative 
remedy in the event it should become 
necessary, and expects that remedy to 
be available in June 2017. The length of 
the requested deferral is through August 
2017. Therefore, if NHTSA ultimately 
were to deny this Petition at the 
conclusion of GM’s engineering 
analysis, no significant delay in the 
availability of remedy parts would 
result. 


For these reasons, NHTSA will grant 
the requested relief, and allow GM an 
opportunity to provide more evidence 
and a fuller record upon which the 
Agency can make its determination. 
Subject to the conditions that follow, 
GM shall have until August 31, 2017 to 
present all data, views, and arguments 
supporting this Petition, including 
additional analysis and testing results, 
through a supplement or amendment, 
which shall be published in the docket. 
GM shall be required to provide NHTSA 
with monthly updates on GM’s 
engineering analysis, Orbital ATK’s 
study, and any other data, analysis, or 
test results GM develops in its effort to 
support its inconsequentiality claim. In 
addition, GM shall provide the Agency 
with a non-confidential summary of 


each update that will be made available 
through the public docket. During this 
time, any interested person may also 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments regarding this Petition. 
Following the conclusion of the 
requested deferral—i.e., August 31, 
2017, NHTSA will make a decision 
whether to grant or deny the Petition 
after considering all available 
information. 


NHTSA reserves the right to deny this 
Petition at any time prior to August 31, 
2017, in the event necessary to mitigate 
an unreasonable risk to safety within the 
meaning of the Safety Act, based upon, 
inter alia, future field ruptures, ballistic 
testing failures that are not related to 
artificial aging tests, or other relevant 
facts or circumstances. 


Accordingly, NHTSA hereby gives 
notice of its receipt of GM’s Petition for 
Inconsequentiality and Request for 
Deferral of Determination Regarding 
Certain GMT900 Vehicles Equipped 
with Takata ‘‘SPI YP’’ and ‘‘PSPI–L YD’’ 
Passenger Inflators. And it is hereby 
ORDERED that: 


1. GM’s request to file an 
inconsequentiality petition for DIRs 
16V–381 and 16V–383 beyond the 30- 
day deadline is GRANTED; 


2. The period for public comment on 
GM’s Petition shall run from the 
publication of this decision through 
September 14, 2017; 


3. GM’s request for a deferral of the 
Agency’s decision so that it may have 
additional time to present evidence and 
analysis in support of this Petition is 
GRANTED, and GM’s time for the 
development and presentation of further 
evidence, data, and information is 
extended to August 31, 2017; 


4. GM shall provide NHTSA with 
monthly updates on its engineering 
analysis, Orbital ATK’s study, and any 
other data, analysis, or test results the 
company develops in its effort to 
support this Petition, and GM shall 
provide the Agency with a non- 
confidential summary of each update 
that will be added to the public docket; 
and 


5. NHTSA retains the right to rule on 
the Petition at any time before August 
31, 2017 (i.e., to either deny or grant the 
Petition) should additional evidence, 
facts, or circumstances—in NHTSA’s 
sole judgment and discretion—warrant 
such a decision. 


Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30101, et seq., 30118, 
30120(h), 30162, 30166(b)(1), 30166(g)(1); 


delegation of authority at 49 CFR 1.95(a); 49 
CFR parts 556, 573, 577. 


Paul A. Hemmersbaugh, 
Chief Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 2016–28476 Filed 11–25–16; 8:45 am] 


BILLING CODE 4910–59–P 


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 


[Docket No. PHMSA–2016–0128] 


Pipeline Safety: Meeting of the 
Voluntary Information-Sharing System 
Working Group 


AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice of Voluntary 
Information-Sharing System Working 
Group Meeting. 


SUMMARY: This notice announces a 
public meeting of the newly created 
Voluntary Information-Sharing System 
(VIS) Working Group. The VIS Working 
Group will convene to discuss 
administrative procedures and consider 
the development of a voluntary 
information-sharing system. 
DATES: The VIS Working Group will 
meet on Monday, December 19, 2016, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., EST. 


The meeting will not be web cast; 
however, any documents presented will 
be available on the meeting Web site 
and posted on the E-Gov Web site: 
http://www.regulations.gov under 
docket number PHMSA–2016–0128 
within 30 days following the meeting. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
a location yet to be determined in the 
Washington, DC Metropolitan area. The 
meeting location, agenda and any 
additional information will be 
published on the following VIS Working 
Group and registration page at: https:// 
primis.phmsa.dot.gov/meetings/ 
MtgHome.mtg?mtg=122. 


Public Participation 
This meeting will be open to the 


public. Members of the public who wish 
to attend in person are asked to register 
at: https://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/ 
meetings/MtgHome.mtg?mtg=122 no 
later than December 16, 2016, in order 
to facilitate entry and guarantee seating. 
Members of the public who attend in 
person will also be provided an 
opportunity to make a statement during 
the meeting. 


Written comments: Persons who wish 
to submit written comments on the 
meeting may be submitted to the docket 
in the following ways: 
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E-Gov Web site: http:// 
www.regulations.gov. This site allows 
the public to enter comments on any 
Federal Register notice issued by any 
agency. 


Fax: 1–202–493–2251. 
Mail: Docket Management Facility; 


U.S. Department of Transportation 
(DOT), 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., 
West Building, Room W12–140, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 


Hand Delivery: Room W12–140 on the 
ground level of the DOT West Building, 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., 
Washington, DC, between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
except on Federal holidays. 


Instructions: Identify the docket 
number PHMSA–2016–0128 at the 
beginning of your comments. Note that 
all comments received will be posted 
without change to http:// 
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided. You 
should know that anyone is able to 
search the electronic form of all 
comments received into any of our 
dockets by the name of the individual 
submitting the comment (or signing the 
comment, if submitted on behalf of an 
association, business, labor union, etc.). 
Therefore, you may want to review 
DOT’s complete Privacy Act Statement 
in the Federal Register published on 
April 11, 2000, (65 FR 19477) or view 
the Privacy Notice at http:// 
www.regulations.gov before submitting 
any such comments. 


Docket: For access to the docket or to 
read background documents or 
comments, go to http:// 
www.regulations.gov at any time or to 
Room W12–140 on the ground level of 
the DOT West Building, 1200 New 
Jersey Avenue SE., Washington, DC, 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. 


If you wish to receive confirmation of 
receipt of your written comments, 
please include a self-addressed, 
stamped postcard with the following 
statement: ‘‘Comments on PHMSA– 
2016–0128.’’ The Docket Clerk will date 
stamp the postcard prior to returning it 
to you via the U.S. mail. 


Privacy Act Statement 


In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 553(c), 
DOT solicits comments from the public 
to better inform its rulemaking process. 
DOT posts these comments, without 
edit, including any personal information 
the commenter provides, to 
www.regulations.gov, as described in 
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL– 
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at 
www.dot.gov/privacy. 


Services for Individuals With 
Disabilities 


The public meeting will be physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Individuals requiring accommodations, 
such as sign language interpretation or 
other ancillary aids, are asked to notify 
Cheryl Whetsel at 
cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov by December 12, 
2016. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information about the meeting, contact 
Cheryl Whetsel by phone at 202–366– 
4431 or by email at 
cheryl.whetsel@dot.gov. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 


I. Background 


The VIS Working Group is a newly 
created advisory committee established 
in accordance with Section 10 of the 
Protecting our Infrastructure of 
Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) 
Act of 2016 (Pub. L. 114–183), the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C., App. 2, as 
amended), and 41 CFR 102–3.50(a). 


II. Meeting Details and Agenda 


The VIS Working Group will consider 
and provide recommendations to the 
Secretary as specifically outlined in 
section 10 of Public Law 114–183: 


(a) The need for, and the 
identification of, a system to ensure that 
dig verification data are shared with in- 
line inspection operators to the extent 
consistent with the need to maintain 
proprietary and security-sensitive data 
in a confidential manner to improve 
pipeline safety and inspection 
technology; 


(b) Ways to encourage the exchange of 
pipeline inspection information and the 
development of advanced pipeline 
inspection technologies and enhanced 
risk analysis; 


(c) Opportunities to share data, 
including dig verification data between 
operators of pipeline facilities and in- 
line inspector vendors to expand 
knowledge of the advantages and 
disadvantages of the different types of 
in-line inspection technology and 
methodologies; 


(d) Options to create a secure system 
that protects proprietary data while 
encouraging the exchange of pipeline 
inspection information and the 
development of advanced pipeline 
inspection technologies and enhanced 
risk analysis; 


(e) Means and best practices for the 
protection of safety- and security- 
sensitive information and proprietary 
information; and 


(f) Regulatory, funding, and legal 
barriers to sharing the information 
described in paragraphs (a) through (d). 


The Secretary will publish the VIS 
Working Group’s recommendations on a 
publicly available DOT Web site. The 
VIS Working Group will fulfill its 
purpose once its recommendations are 
published online. 


The agenda will be published on the 
PHMSA Web site. 


Issued in Washington, DC, on November 
21, 2016, under authority delegated in 49 
CFR 1.97. 
Linda Daugherty, 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Field 
Operations. 
[FR Doc. 2016–28425 Filed 11–25–16; 8:45 am] 


BILLING CODE 4910–60–P 


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


Office of the Secretary 


[Docket No. DOT–OST–2016–0171] 


Request for Comments 


AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments 


SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice 
announces that the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) will forward the 
Information Collection Request (ICR) 
abstracted below to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
renewal of a previously approved 
collection. The ICR describes the nature 
of the information collection and its 
expected cost and burden hours. The 
OMB approved the form in 2015 with its 
renewal required by December 31, 2016. 
The Federal Register Notice with a 60- 
day comment period soliciting 
comments on the form renewal was 
published on September 16, 2016, [FR 
Vol. 81, No. 180, page 63855]. No 
comments were received. 
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by December 28, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit comments regarding 
this proposal to the DOT/OST Desk 
Officer, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Docket 
Library, Room 10102, 725 17th Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20503, or by 
email to oira_submission@omb.eop.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Tami L. Wright, Associate Director, 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Complaints and Investigations Division 
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BYLAWS 


 


U.S. Department of Transportation 


Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 


Voluntary Information-Sharing System Working Group 


 


Section I: Purpose 


 


The purpose of the Voluntary Information-Sharing System (VIS) Working Group is to consider 


the development of a voluntary information-sharing system to encourage collaborative efforts to 


improve inspection information feedback and information sharing with the purpose of improving 


gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipeline facility integrity risk analysis. 


 
The VIS Working Group is a Department of Transportation (DOT) advisory committee.  As the VIS 


Working Group’s sponsor, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 


provides support to the working group. 
 


Section II: Authority 


 
The VIS Working Group is established in accordance with section 10 of the Protecting Our 


Infrastructure of Pipelines and Enhancing Safety (PIPES) Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-183), the 


Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C., App. 2, as amended), and 41 C.F.R.  


§ 102-3.50(a).  


 


Section III: Membership Selection and Appointment 


 


The committee membership size will be in accordance with the VIS Working Group charter and 


will be large enough to promote deliberations, but will include only the number necessary to 


achieve the breadth and balance of expertise required to accomplish its mission.  Appointments 


are personal to the member and are not transferrable to another individual.  Members may not 


designate someone to attend in their stead, participate in discussions, or vote.   


 


The advisory committee should have a fairly balanced membership that will be defined by 


several factors, including: the advisory committee’s mission; the geographic, ethnic, social, 


economic, or scientific impact of the advisory committee’s recommendations; the types of 


specific perspectives required; the need to obtain divergent points of view on the issues before 


the committee; and the relevance of state, local, or tribal governments to the development of the 


advisory committee’s recommendations. 


 


Membership is voluntary; however, members are expected to attend and participate in meetings, 


including those held via teleconference or through another electronic medium.  Additionally, 


members may be required to provide written input for reports and recommendations. 


 


The Secretary of Transportation (Secretary) appoints all members for terms of three years.  The 


Secretary may reappoint serving members for additional terms, if warranted.  If a vacancy 


occurs, PHMSA will take action to fill the vacancy.  When the VIS Working Group terminates, 


all appointments to the VIS Working Group will terminate. 
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Section IV: Meeting Procedures 


 


A. Agenda 


 Committee staff will develop the committee meeting agenda with input from the 


chairperson.   


 The Designated Federal Officer (DFO) will approve the agenda for all committee 


meetings.  PHMSA will distribute the draft agenda to committee members prior to 


each meeting and will publish a summary of the agenda in the Federal Register 


meeting notice.  Non-members, including members of the public, may suggest agenda 


items. 


B. Minutes and Records 


 The DFO is responsible for ensuring that minutes of each meeting are taken and 


copies are distributed to each committee member.  If transcription services are used 


for a meeting, an individual still must take minutes for the meeting.  The chairperson 


must certify the accuracy of the minutes for each meeting.  The DFO must ensure that 


minutes are certified within 90 calendar days of the meeting to which they relate. 


 The meeting minutes must include: 


o The time, date, and place of the advisory committee meeting; 


o A list of the people present at the meeting, including advisory committee 


members and staff, agency employees, and members of the public who 


presented oral or written statements; 


o An accurate description of each matter discussed and the resolution, if any, 


made by the advisory committee regarding such matters; and 


o Copies of each report or other documents received, issued, or approved by the 


advisory committee at the meeting. 


 Reports, transcripts, minutes, agendas, handouts, and other documents made available 


to, prepared for or prepared by the advisory committee for open meetings will be 


posted on the public docket and on the PHMSA website.  


C. Open Meetings 


 Unless otherwise determined in advance, all meetings will be open to the public and 


announced in a notice published in the Federal Register at least 15 calendar days 


before the meeting.  All committee meetings will be held at a reasonable time and in a 


manner or place reasonably accessible to the public.   


 Members of the public may attend any meeting or portion of a meeting that is not 


closed to the public and, at the determination of the chairperson and DFO, may offer 


oral comment at such meeting.  Meetings will include a period for oral comments 


unless it is impracticable to do so.  The chairperson may decide in advance to exclude 


oral public comment during a meeting, in which case the meeting announcement 


published in the Federal Register will note that oral comments from the public are 


excluded and will invite written comments as an alternative.  Members of the public 


may submit written statements at any time.   


D. Closed Meetings 


 All or parts of the committee meeting may be closed in limited circumstances and in 


accordance with applicable law.  No meeting may be partially or fully closed unless 


the request for the closed meeting is approved by DOT’s Office of General Counsel 
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(OGC) 30 calendar days before publication of the Federal Register meeting notice.  


The meeting notice must cite the specific exemption or exemptions of the 


Government in the Sunshine Act (GISA), 5 U.S.C. § 552b(c), that justify the closure. 


 Detailed minutes for closed or partially closed meetings must also be kept. Minutes 


from closed meetings will not be posted on the public docket or on the PHMSA 


website.   


 


Section V: Voting 


 


When a decision or recommendation of the VIS Working Group is required, the chairperson will 


request a motion for a vote. Any member, including the chairperson, may make a motion for a 


vote. A quorum is required for a vote. In other words, a majority of the current members of the 


VIS Working Group must be present – whether attending in person, by teleconference, or 


through another electronic medium – at a meeting to perform the committee’s statutory duties.  


The DFO will assure there is adequate representation of members to ensure a fair and 


comprehensive vote. 
 
Section VI: Roles 


 


A. Chairperson 


 Designated by the DFO, is an appointed committee member, and is the presiding 


officer of the committee who guides efforts to complete assigned tasks.  


 May establish subcommittees subject to the DFO’s approval. 


 Works with the DFO to establish priorities, identify issues that must be addressed, 


and determine the level and types of staff and financial support required. 


B. DFO 


 Serves as the government’s agent for all matters related to the committee’s activities. 


 Must approve or call the committee meeting; approves meeting agendas; attends all 


meetings; adjourns the meetings when adjournment is in the public interest; serves as 


chairperson when directed by the committee’s sponsor, PHMSA; and monitors the 


committee’s meetings and progress.   


 Ensures there is office space, equipment, supplies, adequate staff support for the 


committee, and that the following functions are performed: (1) members are notified 


of the time and place for each meeting; (2) records are maintained for all meetings, 


including those of subcommittees; (3) the roll is maintained; (4) the minutes are 


prepared, including those for subcommittees; (5) official correspondence is 


addressed; (6) official committee records are maintained and  papers and submissions 


are filed and prepared for or by the committee, including those items generated by 


subcommittees; (7) vouchers for pre-approved expenditures are collected validated 


and paid; and (8) reports are prepared, including those required under 41 C.F.R. § 


102-3.175. 
C. Advisory Committee Manager 


 Serves as the communication link between the pipeline safety office and the 


committee members.   


 Manages committee meetings and the maintenance of committee records.   


 Provides support services for the operation of the committee. 
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 Responsible for organizational and logistical issues. 


D. Committee Member 


 An appointed individual to the committee who attends and participates in committee 


meetings.  


 Gathers information as necessary to discuss issues presented. 


 Deliberates and provides verbal or written consensus advice to the Secretary. 


E. Committee Staff 


 Any Federal employee, private individual, or other party (whether under contract or 


not) who is not a committee member, and who supports the committee and/or any 


subcommittees that may be established. 


 


Section VII: Compensation and Expense Reimbursement 


 


Committee members are not compensated for their services.  In compliance with FACA, 


members, while engaged in the performance of their duties away from their home or regular 


places of business, may be allowed travel expenses, including per diem. 


 


Section VIII: Creating Subcommittees 


 


As deemed necessary, the chairperson may establish subcommittees with PHMSA’s approval.  It 


is recommended that all subcommittee members be members of the parent committee.  If this is 


not feasible, at least some members, including the chairperson must be members of the parent 


committee.  Subcommittees of a continuing nature must be listed in the VIS Working Group 


charter and updated at renewal time.  Subcommittee reports must be submitted to the parent 


committee for review and approval.   


 


Subcommittees may not provide advice or work products or report directly to PHMSA or the 


Secretary or otherwise act independently of the VIS Working Group.   
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Contact: Allie Aguilera 
Phone: 202-366-5471 
 


U.S. Transportation Secretary Foxx Appoints 24 Members to the New Pipeline Safety 
Voluntary Information-Sharing System Working Group  


 
WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation's Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA) today announced the appointment of 24 members to the new 
pipeline safety Voluntary Information-Sharing System (VIS) Working Group.  The VIS Working 
Group is a newly created advisory committee that will provide the Secretary of Transportation 
with advice and recommendations related to pipeline safety, including whether an information-
sharing system for pipeline owners and operators is needed, ways to encourage the exchange of 
pipeline inspection information, and best practices for protecting proprietary and security-
sensitive information. 
 
“This is an important step to enhancing safety and making it easier to share best practices,” said 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx.  “The new VIS Working Group will not only 
utilize the expertise of the pipeline industry, but it will encourage collaboration in the way 
information is used and exchanged regarding pipeline assets and activities to impact safety.” 
 
The final appointments for the VIS Working Group were made today by Secretary Foxx based 
on the requirements in the November 8 Federal Register notice requesting nominations.     
 
The members of the VIS Working Group are: 
 
PHMSA Representative 


Name Title Organization 
Alan Mayberry Associate Administrator for 


Pipeline Safety 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 


 
State Public Utility Commissioners/State Officials 


Name Title Organization 
Diane Burman Commissioner New York State Public Service 


Commission 
Sherina Edwards Commissioner Illinois Commerce Commission 


U.S. Department of Transportation 
Office of Public Affairs 


1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 


www.transportation.gov/briefingroom  
 


News 
 



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/08/2016-26905/pipeline-safety-voluntary-information-sharing-system-working-group-nominations

http://www.transportation.gov/briefingroom





 
State Pipeline Safety Inspectors 


Name Title Organization 
Joe Subsits Chief Pipeline Safety Engineer Washington Utilities and 


Transportation Commission 
Michelle Thebert Director, Facilities Protection 


Unit 
Georgia Public Service Commission 


 
Safety Advocacy Groups 


Name Title Organization 
Kate Blystone Outreach Manager Pipeline Safety Trust 
Dr. Simona Perry Research Director and Founder Pipeline Safety Coalition 


 
Labor Representatives 


Name Title Organization 
John MacNeill National Safety Director Utility Workers Union of America 
Eric Sherman Legislative Assistant Native American Contractors 


Association 
Walter Jones Associate Director of 


Occupational Safety & Health 
Laborers’ Health & Safety Fund of 
North America 


 
Industry Stakeholders 


Name Title Organization 
Leif Jensen Senior Director of Asset 


Integrity 
Sunoco Logistics 


Dan Cote Vice President of Pipeline Safety 
& Compliance 


NiSource Gas 


Eric Amundsen Vice President Panhandle Energy/Energy Transfer 
Partners 


Bryce Brown Vice President, Group Strategy 
Management 


The ROSEN Group 


Jason Cradit Senior Director of Technology TRC Oil and Gas 
Alicia Farag President & CEO LocusView Solutions 
Mark Zuniga Vice President of Information 


Technology 
UniversalPegasus International, Inc. 


Robert Buchanan General Manager Seal for Life Industries 
Christopher Warner Senior Vice President Mears Group, Inc. 
Mike LaMont Vice President Integrity Plus 
Mark Hereth Principal Process Performance Improvement 


Consultants 
 
Research Institutions 


Name Title Organization 
Dr. Yiming Deng Associate Professor Michigan State University 
Michael Keller Associate Professor of 


Mechanical Engineering 
University of Tulsa 


 
 







Other Entities 
Name Title Organization 


Holly Pearen Senior Attorney Environmental Defense Fund 
 
 
The VIS Working Group will discuss collaborative efforts to improve pipeline inspection 
information sharing.  The group will develop recommendations on how to best establish a 
voluntary information-sharing system to exchange and protect pipeline safety and inspection-
related data.   
 
“Voluntary information sharing is a critical next step in achieving a greater safety threshold in 
the pipeline industry,” said PHMSA Administrator Marie Therese Dominguez.  “Today’s 
appointments by Secretary Foxx task a diverse and robust group of experts with providing 
critical recommendations in how we can use and share data to further improve pipeline safety.”  
 
Specifically, the VIS Working Group will offer recommendations on the best ways to: 


• Identify the need for a system to confidentially share pipeline dig verification data with 
in-line inspection operators; 


• Encourage the sharing of pipeline inspection information and the development of 
advanced pipeline inspection technologies; 


• Share data to increase knowledge of the advantages and disadvantages of the varying 
types of in-line inspection technologies; 


• Create a secure system that protects proprietary information while also encouraging 
information sharing and the development of advanced pipeline inspection technologies; 


• Protect safety- and security-sensitive information, as well as proprietary information; and 
• Determine associated regulatory, funding, and legal issues. 


 
The VIS Working Group’s recommendations will be published on PHMSA’s website.   
 
The VIS Working Group will convene its first meeting on December 19, 2016, at the Hilton 
Arlington, located at 950 North Stafford Street, Arlington, VA 22203.  This meeting will take 
place from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm and is open to the public.  PHMSA will publish the meeting 
agenda, and any additional information on the VIS Working Group web page at:  
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/regs/technical-advisory-comm/voluntary-information-
sharing-system-working-group.  
 


### 
 
 


The mission of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration is to protect people and the environment 
by advancing the safe transportation of energy and other hazardous materials that are essential to our daily lives. 
PHMSA develops and enforces regulations for the safe operation of the nation's 2.6 million mile pipeline 
transportation system and the nearly one million daily shipments of hazardous materials by land, sea, and air. 
Please visit http://phmsa.dot.gov or https://twitter.com/PHMSA_DOT for more information. 
 
 



http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/regs/technical-advisory-comm/voluntary-information-sharing-system-working-group

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pipeline/regs/technical-advisory-comm/voluntary-information-sharing-system-working-group

http://phmsa.dot.gov/

https://twitter.com/PHMSA_DOT
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